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THE ABITHMETIC MEAN AND T E E  "MIDDLE" VALUE OF 

CEBTAIN MIETEOBOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS.' 
By L. BECKER. 

[Repinled from Rclence Abtrwts, Sect. A, Sopt. 2LI.1817, 5W.l 
The maximum daily temperature* observed at Glasgow 

Observatory over a period of 48 yeais hare been taken, 
and the distribution of these about their " middle " value 
calculated for each day of the year. It is found that the 
distribution is not normal, but that from Marc.h to Octo- 
ber the extremes of hi h temperature lie much farther 
from the middle value t % an the estreines of low tempera- 
ture, the scattering in SeptemLer estending 10 degrees 
(F) farther on the positive side than on the negative. In  
the winter, on the contrary, tlie scattering esteiids 8 de- 
grees farther on the negative than on the ositive. WIion 
all the days of the year are tnlien togetker, this lack of 
symmetry disappears. The difference! .'Middle temperii- 
ture-Mean temperature" is fouud to vary from +0.5 
d ree in Felwuary to -0.75 degree in August. ..--.I. 5. 
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1 Pmr., Roy. snc. Edinburgh. IYIS-~YI~, 37: 210-214. 

NEW ZEALAND STANDABD m. 
[Repinledfrom Nature, London, NOV. 1,1917, loo: 174.1 

The present arran ement whereby the standard civil 
time in New Zealan 6: differs from Greenwich mean time 

ment the time ex- 
actly 12 houiv in 
land is so ha pily situated that it would be possible by 
this simple deration to secure the advantages of a time 
s item moderatel in advance of solar time, and to bring 

ment. hs there is no extreme variation in the length of 
the day a t  ditTerent seasons, it is proposed to put the 
clock forward by half an hour, once for all. 

t r e time into c.on s ormity with the international arrange- 


